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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MARCH 19, 2021  
 
 
 

Ohio Expands COVID-19 Vaccine Eligibility 

Beginning March 29, all Ohioans over the age of 16 
will be eligible to get a COVID-19 vaccine. Gov. Mike 
DeWine expects "a big dash” for appointments as 
more people become eligible. DeWine said the state 
expects to receive 500,000 doses -- an increase of 
100,000-- the week of March 29.  The state's 
allotment is scheduled to go up during April.  

The Cleveland Clinic’s COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic 

across the street from City Hall will open on Tuesday, 

March 23.   Many residents have been calling City Hall because they have not been able to 

schedule an appointment at the Brecksville Road site.  

 

The Clinic has advised us that they are only taking appointments for the number of doses 

they know they will receive.   There is no waitlist.  Right now, they are only booking 

appointments three-weeks out.  As the supply of vaccines goes up, the Clinic will be able to 

schedule more appointments further into the future.   

 

Remember, this by-appointment-only COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic will operate 

Mondays-Saturdays, 7:30 AM - 4 PM as long as the need exists.  Anyone who 

receives their first vaccine at this location will return here to get their second dose.    

 

To make an appointment online, go to https://my.clevelandclinic.org/landing/covid-
19-vaccine/ohio.  Anyone who needs help scheduling, has not been treated at a Cleveland 
Clinic facility in the past three years, or is not a Cleveland Clinic patient, should call 
216.448.4117 to speak with a Clinic Scheduler.  The Clinic recommends calling on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays when new appointments typically become available.  
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CDC Issues New Guidelines for Schools 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) relaxed its social distancing guidelines 
for schools on Friday, saying students can now sit 3 feet apart in classrooms as long 
as they wear masks.    They also removed the recommendations for plastic shields or 
other barriers between desks. 

The CDC said masks should be worn AND 6-feet distance should be maintained in common 
areas and group gatherings such as sporting events, assemblies, lunchrooms, or choir 
practice.   A CDC spokesperson said, "Safe in-person instruction gives our kids access to 
critical social and mental health services that prepare them for the future, in addition to the 
education they need to succeed.”  

 

Independence Local Schools Milestone 

 

Assistant Superintendent Tom Dreiling announced that 95% of the school staff reached full 

vaccination status this week.  Full vaccination status is complete two weeks after the Pfizer 

vaccine's second shot, which is what the staff received.  

 

All Independence School families were emailed Updated Guidelines which can be 

downloaded here.  

 

 

 

https://www.independence.k12.oh.us/protected/ArticleView.aspx?iid=6G0UGYY&dasi=2I2
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IRS Issues Tax Filing Reprieve  

The IRS has extended the deadline to file your 2020 tax returns 
until May 17.  The extra month will give taxpayers additional time 
to file last year’s tax returns and pay any amounts owed to the IRS.   

The move comes following the recent passage of the $1.9 trillion 
American Rescue Plan.  The IRS is responsible for sending another 
round of stimulus payments while processing tax returns and 
refunds.  
 
Any taxpayers, who think they will need additional time to gather financial information, 
should consider filing for an extension.   
 
 
 
 
RITA Tax Deadline Unchanged:  April 15 
 

 
 
The Regional Income Tax Agency (RITA) deadline to file municipal tax returns has not 
changed – it is Thursday, April 15.    

RITA announced it has launched a digital notification campaign to remind individual 
taxpayers of their municipal income tax filing obligation. 

Visit RITAOhio.com to find everything you need to securely file your municipal taxes online 

with the RITA through MyAccount or FastFile. 

 

New COVID-19 Scams 

The Cuyahoga County Department of Consumer Affairs and Board of Health (CCBH) issued a 
new warning about two COVID-19 scams reported by local residents.  

One is a bogus coronavirus vaccine survey which baits people by offering rewards to 
people who share their opinion about the Pfizer or Moderna vaccines.   

DO NOT OPEN OR CLICK ANY LINKS IN THE EMAIL, INCLUDING THE 
UNSUBSCRIBE BUTTON.   

The other is a phone scam where a “fake” contact tracer asks people for their Social Security 
number.  REAL contact tracers NEVER request Social Security numbers or any payment.    

Please report all scams to 216-443-7226.  

 

https://www.ritaohio.com/
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Download Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Report for March 19, 2021. 
 

 

 

Screen “Angst” at Home 

Did you miss the screening of "Angst” Thursday 

night?  The film explores anxiety, its causes, effects 

and what we can do about it.  

"Angst” features candid interviews with kids and 

young adults who suffer, or have suffered, from 

anxiety and includes discussions with mental health 

experts about the causes of anxiety and its sociological 

effects, as well as help, resources and tools.  Olympic 

Gold Medal Swimmer Michael Phelps also shares his experience with anxiety.  

Residents have from now through Friday, March 26 at 11:59 PM to stream the movie from 

one device.    

Access the Angst program at:  https://distlab.indieflix.com/ocs/Angst/Independence/watch.html 

Login: independence@indieflix.com      Password: independence 

The Q&A Panel, along with the introduction and closing statements, can be found at the top 

of the "Additional Materials" section on the right.  

Special thanks to the Independence Primary School PTO and Rockside Church 

for their monetary donations. 

http://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
https://distlab.indieflix.com/ocs/Angst/Independence/watch.html
https://surveymonkey.com/r/IndependenceWayfinding
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Focus on Fitness 
 
Our ICAN! Program is planning new spring programs including bowling, karaoke nights, a 
‘spring training’ softball skills series, the summer softball league and additional virtual 
exercise classes.  More information will be available on the website and in future editions of 
the Community Spotlight.  
 

The pilot Fitness, Fun & Nutrition program for 5th and 6th grades began Friday, March 12.    
The four-week series encourages children to explore fun ways to be physically active beyond 
sports.  The 15-students (maximum capacity) learned about agility and healthy snacks and 
offered ideas for new activities. 

 

 

 
 
Top of the Morning! 
 

The luck of the Irish infused last Friday’s School 
Holiday Special at the Fieldhouse.  The 
maximum 25-students had a very active day 
making leprechaun gnomes out of socks, 
decorating cupcakes, playing outside, 
and playing Irish games.  One of the 
students was excited to announce that he had 
taken “17,000 steps” by the end of the program.  
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Virtual Pet “Parade”  
 
Residents dressed up their pets and celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with 

our Virtual “Parade” of Pets.   If you want to see some adorable 

animals, check out the Rec/Community Center Facebook page 

https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOHRec. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Click image for more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/IndependenceOHRec
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kiwanis-club-of-independence-oh-scavenger-hunt-2021-tickets-144064110633

